Furnirure store expands
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Popular North Country
attraction can now been
seen from horseback.,
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the animals are hﬂUSE'd
She is studying equine sci-
ence at Stephens College
in Missouri.

*I'm here for the experi-
ence with horses, to help
mysell along in the indus-
try,” she said.

Bethaney Ford worke at
the staging area, where
the rides start.

Some of the horses were
rescued from slaughter
auctions, deValinger said.

“I would like to eventu-
ally have a rescue center,”
he said. *We could bring
a lot of horse
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repeat if neces- it's one of people.”
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but also develop a bond

with the animal.

“The horses are like chil-
dren and you are like the
he
gaid. “The more you dem-
onstrate you're in uharge.

substitute teacher”

the better it behaves.”

The center’s staff try to
match the horse with the
rider’s experience level.

“The girls and 1 go out
and ride them to find out
how they interact with
other people,” deValinger
gaid.

Every rider has to wear a
helmet, regardless of their
riding ability. The center
uses one guide for every
gix riders.

If a rider i3 nervous or
scared, center staff will
walk alongside the horse,

“We're all about safety
first,” he =zaid.

The staff have more
than 25 years experience
of operating, training and
teaching in the equine in-
dustry. deValinger most
recently was involved
with the Emerald Springs
Ranch in Saranac Lake.

He and Natalia Fiedler
are the guides, and Fiedler

helps in all aspects of the
gperation as needed, in-
cluding as liaison with
their veterinarian.

Lance Faleon is the far-

rier, and also tends to the

horse’s nutritional needs.
“He's responsible

shape,” deValinger said.

Sam Potter works where

for
keeping our horses ship

in the commu-
nity.

They won't lease or sell
the horses, but will instead
let them retire.

“They give us years of
love and loyalty, and we
give it back,” he said.

The Equine Center is not
owned by AuSable Chasm.
It iz a separate business
run by deValinger.

The center is open all
year, with sleigh rides
planned for winter. He
would like to offer dinner
rides in the future.

Rides cost $55 per hour,
with five-minute children’s
rides available for $5.

deValinger also wants to
offer wagon rides from the
end of the AuSable Chasm
rafting trips on a trial ba-
gig in August. That will be
offered directly through
the AuSable Chasm offic-
&8,

Bresett said there have
been a lot of changes at
AuSable Chasm since the
twin floods of 1996 de-
stroyed many of the bridg-
es and hand rails along the
trail network. New trails
and bridges were in place
for the start of the 1997
season, Bresett said.

The wooden hoats used
for rides through the
chasm were replaced with
raft and tube rides.

Lantern toura of the
chasm started in 2002 and
have been wvery popular,
Bresett said.

“They are booked almost
every weekend throughout

the Chaiirn nineady

s by horseback
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end, e horses have ae-
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shade all day,

Each ride starts with a 10-min-
ule oreniation lesson on horse-
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Dakota (from left to right), Sinatra, and Dean Martin munch contentedly on hay after a trail ride through the Ausable

Chasm Campgrounds.

the summer,” he said.

New trails built within
the last two years allowed
people to walk the chazm
from end to end for the
first time. Previously, the
gecond half was only ac-
cesaible by boat and raft.

=ome of the trails are
used for hiking and biking,
and extend all the way to
the Wickham Marsh area
and Lake Champlain, he
said.

There's also a small mo-
tel on the property, Bresett

saud.
The AuSable Chasm
campground opened in

1972. He =aid packaging
the campground and the
chasm tours has been sue-
cessful.

“In my opinion, it's one
of the nicest eampgrounds
in the area” Bresett said.
“It's full most weekends,”

He gaid there used to be
a farm on the grounds in
the 1870s. It was used to
raise the food for the op-
eration,

“It"s nice to see the hors-
¢3 bring back a little bit of
yvesterday,” Bresett said.

E-mall Dan Heath at:
dheath@ pressrepubllcan. com
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Travis deValinger adjusts a hackamore an Willy Nelson, a gelding used for trail ndes at
the Equine Center at Ausable Chasm.



